The Dream of African Liberation
One of the institutions established by the National Joint Action Committee twenty five (25) years ago in 1982, the Caribbean Historical Society, in recognition of this important milestone in its history, had as its special guest of honour for African Liberation Day observances Bro. Gamal Nkrumah, the son of the most illustrious and famous Dr. Kwame Nkrumah (First President of Ghana).

In order to understand the importance of African Liberation Day, we need to have an appreciation of developments within Africa since it was invaded some five hundred years ago. Africa was milked dry by European invaders for the past five centuries – The Portuguese navigator Joao de Santarem, landed in Elmina on West Africa’s Gold Coast in 1470. From that same coast emerged the father of Gamal Nkrumah, called Kwame Nkrumah.

Kwame Nkrumah symbolizes the resolve of a vanquished people, and the rebirth of the victimized continent. For Africa, 1957 was a watershed year. The British West Africa colony of the Gold Coast became independent as Ghana – the name of the medieval African Empire fabled as the “Land of Gold”. Guinea followed in Ghana’s footsteps in 1958 and in 1960 no less than 14 African countries gained their independence.
The Africa anti-colonial struggle of the 20th century has had a noble history. However, the most politically consequential year for the 20th century Africa did not even belong that most eventful of centuries. The year was 1884, when representatives of European powers meeting in the German capital of Berlin, proceeded to carve up the African continent according to European spheres of influence.

Colonial entities that bore no relation whatsoever to the cultural, ethnic, linguistic and religious realities that existed on the African continent were concocted by European colonialists and cartographers. The 1884 Berlin conference not only spelt disaster for pre-colonial African political entities, but condemned Africans to suffer those entities dreamt up in Berlin. The conference also officially inaugurated one of the most brutal chapters in the continent’s history the “Scramble for Africa”.

The Germans had all but wiped out the Herero people of Namibia. Britain had pacified and formally annexed the Ashanti Empire in West Africa in 1900 and humbled the hitherto invincible ZULU warriors of South Africa in the battles of Rorke’s and Ulundi in 1879. France had vanquished numerous Muslim Emirates and Sultanates in Central, West and North-West Africa, only to be checked by Britain at Fashoda, Sudan in 1898. Africa has not yet recovered from the calamity visited upon it in the aftermath of Berlin. Africa is still waiting for the iron cuffs and shackles of Berlin’s legacy to be unlocked.
The turn of the 20th century witnessed the birth of the concept of Pan-Africanism. This response to European genocide and arrogant assault on the African continent was led by Africans in the disapora. In fact it was the Trinidadian Henry Sylvester Williams and Haitian Benito Sylvain who convened the first, historic Pan-African conference in London in July 1900. This conference served to institutionalize the word Pan-Africanism as well as the Pan-African Conference as a format for mobilizing Africans globally throughout most of the twentieth century.

The Pan-African conference of 1900 was responsible for setting the agenda, to a great extent, for almost the entire twentieth century as far as the growth and development of the Pan-African movement was concerned.

In fact, it was as a direct result of the first Pan-African Conference of 1900 that the following pronouncement was made…”In the Metropolis of the world, in this the closing year of the nineteenth century, there has been assembled a Congress of men and women of African blood, to deliberate solemnly upon the present situation and outlook of the darker races of mankind. The problem of the twentieth century is the problem of the colour-line, the question as to how far differences of race – which show themselves chiefly in the colour of the skin and the texture of the hair – will hereafter be made the basis of denying to over half of the world the right of sharing to their utmost ability, the opportunities and privileges of modern civilization”. 
Following the 1900 conference, there were six (6) other Pan –African Conferences, the last of which took place in 1994. There were the 1919; 1921; 1923; 1945; 1974 and 1994. All of these Pan-African conferences took the same pattern of the first conference of 1900.

Today, the Dream of the African Unity still lives on, with the establishment of the African Union (AU) in 2002 to replace the OAU which came into being on May 25th 1963. Unlike the OAU which had only four affiliate institutions, the AU will have no less than 17 institutions, including an African Parliament, an African Central Bank and an African Commission, similar in purpose to the European Commission.
Africa must, therefore, unite and only then will the aspirations of African people the world over be fulfilled. 
