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                              National Joint Action Committee

                                         #40 Duke Street, Port-of-Spain Tel: 623-5470
NJAC NEWS RELEASE: 

THE NATIONAL JOINT ACTION COMMITTEE WISHES TO EXPRESS ITS GRAVE CONCERN OVER THE STATEMENT MADE BY DR TIM GOPEESINGH WITH REGARD TO WHAT HE TERMS “ETHNIC CLEANSING” AT THE PORT OF SPAIN GENERAL HOSPITAL.
NJAC VIEWS THE ALLEGATION MADE BY DR GOPEESINGH AS VERY SERIOUS, AS THIS ISSUE RESTS ON THE VERY FOUNDATION OF OUR NATIONHOOD - THE QUESTION OF NATIONAL UNITY, JUSTICE AND RESPECT FOR THE PEOPLE. NJAC IS VERY FIRM IN ITS CONVICTION THAT THE OBSERVANCE OF THESE PRINCIPLES IS ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY TO THE PROCESS OF BUILDING A STABLE, UNITED AND PROGRESSIVE NATION. 

THE MATTER IS FURTHER COMPOUNDED BY THE FACT THAT THE ISSUE OF THE PEOPLE’S CONFIDENCE IN THE MEDICAL PROFESSION ALSO ARISES, ESPECIALLY WITH ACCUSATIONS OF MALPRACTICE AND LAWSUITS FILED BY PERSONS AS A RESULT OF THE DEATH OF OR DAMAGE TO FAMILY MEMBERS. THIS LACK OF CONFIDENCE IS FURTHER SEEN IN THE LARGE NUMBER OF PERSONS WHO SEEK MEDICAL ATTENTION ABROAD IN PREFERENCE TO SEEKING LOCAL TREATMENT.
THE ISSUES RAISED BY DR GOPEESINGH, THEREFORE, STRIKE AT THE VERY CORE OF OUR EXISTENCE AS AN ORDERED SOCIETY. A CHARGE OF SUCH SENSITIVITY ON THE MATTER OF RACE IN THE CONTEXT OF A SOCIETY ALREADY ASSAULTED BY RACIAL BIAS AND PHOBIAS AND AT A TIME OF GLOBAL ECONOMIC INSTABILITY, WHEN UNITY PURPOSE AND UNDERSTANDING ARE SO NECESSARY TO OUR NATION’S PROGRESS AND SECURITY, DEMANDS THAT THE ACCUSATION MADE BE THOROUGHLY INVESTIGATED. 
THE ISSUES RAISED ARE TOO CRITICAL AND FAR-REACHING TO BE SWEPT UNDER THE CARPET. IF ON THE ONE HAND, THE STATEMENTS MADE BY DR. GOPEESINGH PROVE TO BE WRONG, THEN HE MUST BE MATURE ENOUGH TO WITHDRAW THEM AND APOLOGISE. BUT IF THEY ARE PROVEN TO BE CORRECT, THEN THE INJUSTICES EXPRESSED MUST BE ADDRESSED AS A PRIORITY OF NATIONAL INTEREST.
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