A HAND-OUT CULTURE
It is true that the development of a nation can be judged by the extent to which that nation is able to take care of the least fortunate within the society. However, it is also true that there is a very thin line between welfare and well-being. The former, refers to relief measures if overdone or applied incorrectly, can be counter productive to the nation’s growth and development and ironically can give rise to greater levels of poverty and a subsequent reduction in the quality of life of its people. The latter, on the other hand refers to relief measures that are applied with a goal of long term sustainability for the more vulnerable citizens within the society and through which a better quality of life can be attained with a greater sense of independence. As the old adage goes: “If you give a man a fish, you give him one meal. However, if you teach a man to fish you give him meals for a lifetime”. The welfare status seeks to give fishes, the well-being status teaches one to fish.  
As a developing nation which has been so blessed in abundance of resources, we should be aiming to attain the well-being status. Instead however, we have turned the blessing of an oil boom into a curse by creating a virtual welfare state. This has led to many ill-fated trends developing in our society that continue to create a phenomenon of unsustainable growth without development. This is one of the major causes of inflation in a society. It is very much like driving in the luxury of a BMW going down a cliff at a very fast speed. The illusion of comfort followed by a destiny of destruction. 

Since the oil boom of the late seventies/early eighties, we have witnessed a growth in the number of welfare programmes created by the various governments that have occupied political office. Such programmes include the Special Works Project which began in the seventies and have since been changed to DEWD then to URP. Fundamentally, the administration, objectives and outcome of these programmes have not changed over the years. They have remained tools of political patronage and expediency, to be utilized in the maneuvering of votes within the low income communities. 
Since the government announced its intention to implement the Special Works Project in 19…, the National Joint Action Committee called for a training component to be attached to the programme. This would have given the programme an element of sustainability, ensuring that those within the programme benefit through acquiring a skill and not find themselves totally dependent on the limited and sparse employment that was available. The country would have also ensured the availability of a continuous supply of skilled labour. Instead, today we have reached the ridiculous state of having to import labour from all over the world, including as far as China. 
As a consequence, even in instances when there may be now belated attempts by the state to try to provide skill development programmes, such as MUST, HYPE and many others, much of these go unheeded and with minimum participation. The damage has already been done. The attraction of the easy handout takes precedence over the repulsion of greater effort to achieve similar or less gains in the short term, even though these gains could multiply indefinitely in the long term.  
In a materialistic society such as ours which is driven by fierce consumerism, this attitude of savouring the easy handout with as little effort as possible in order to satisfy one’s expectations of needs and wants, is a very dangerous trend that can lead to the collapse of the society. Hence the reason why corruption has penetrated almost every institution and every facet of life within our society. The very ethic of corruption is for one to gain the most with the least amount of effort and merit. As such, what we can term the Handout Culture is applicable to all strata of the society. It is a phenomenon that is not only confined to the low income bracket. It is also not confined to the job market, but also includes programmes such as SHARE,  …………. all of which relate to the distribution of food, clothing and other items. 
This Dependency Syndrome, as it is sometimes called, tends to create a vicious cycle of dependency accompanied by corruption, violence and crime, inclusive of kidnapping and murder. Due to the huge amount of money involved in many of these programmes they become a haven for greed and corrupt practices. In such a scenario, the poor usually finds themselves scrambling amongst each other for the crumbs after the pie has been shared up by those who control the economic basket of the country. 
Our nation is sadly in need of a new approach to development, which will effectively link the well-being of its people to the material resources of the country and the national responsibility of each citizen. According to Brother Makandal Daaga, Chief Servant and Political Leader of the National Joint Action Committee,” We want a society whose ideological basis must be man. We do not want a society whose idfeological basis is the machine, whose ideological basis is money, whose ideological basis is profit. 
What we want is a society whose basis is Man, You, You, You. Where each and everyone has an importance, where the society is geared for the maintenance of you. Where everything in the society is geared towards the care of you. Where all funds, all resources must be utilized with one consideration, to make you happy.

“We do not want a society which is built on individualism and which is based on the exploitation of man by man. We want a society built on the psychological basis of Man, so that the old person who has given his/her life to the society can be cared for. The child who is coming up will be seen as a fruit of the nation to be nurtured. The man and woman would be provided with food, shelter, education, clothing and employment. In return we demand of that man or woman that he/she give of his/her best.                  

